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tional amendment mandating a balanced
budget.

Let me caution Americans not to be taken
in by bold blustering. We can’t wheel and
deal the deficit away. There’s no easy an-
swer that we can jot out on a blank sheet
of paper to wipe out a deficit of that mag-
nitude. A balanced budget amendment is
real action, and it will work. We should not
be willing to risk our grandchildren’s future
on sound bites that merely sound real. The
deficit is what’s real. Congressional inaction
is what’s real. A constitutional amendment
mandating a balanced budget is what’s

needed.
For that reason, I need your help to en-

courage your Congressman to do the right
thing: Pass this balanced budget amend-
ment. There is no single action that we can
take that will be any more important than
doing this for our Nation’s future.

Thank you, and may God bless you, and
may God bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

Note: This address was recorded at 2:35
p.m. in Room 459 of the Old Executive Of-
fice Building for broadcast after 4 p.m.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Annual Report of the
Department of Energy
June 10, 1992

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the requirements of

section 657 of the Department of Energy
Organization Act (Public Law 95–91; 42
U.S.C. 7267), I transmit herewith the 11th
Annual Report of the Department of En-

ergy, which covers the year 1990.

GEORGE BUSH

The White House,
June 10, 1992.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders
June 11, 1992

The President. Let me just, first, thank
the Members for coming here. And this is
a critical and important vote. We must pass
this balanced budget amendment. I thank
those who are out front in the leadership
role on this. And I would appeal to those
that are still undecided to say that this is
the way to discipline both branches of the
United States Government, the Congress
and the administration.

We’ve approached it—I hope Charlie
would agree and others, Billy—in a non-
partisan way. We’re going to continue to
fight it on that basis. The people want this
done. It will make all of us do what the
people want, and that is to get this deficit
under control once and for all.

So I thank you for coming at this very
early hour. Charlie gave me my button,
‘‘Vote Yea on BBA,’’ and that’s the balanced
budget amendment. And clearly, if I were
in the House, where I started off, why, I
would be voting yes. And we’ve talked about
the arguments opposed to it, but I think
the overwhelming evidence is that the peo-
ple want this and that we ought to go ahead
and take a role of leadership in getting this
budget under control, this deficit under
control.

So thank you so much for coming. As you
know, I’m heading out in a couple of min-
utes. But I think this meeting is important,
and I once again commend those who have
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